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REMARKS / DISCUSSION OF ISSUES 

Claims 1-5 and 7-12 are pending in the application. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for acknowledging the claim for priority and 
receipt of certified copies of all the priority document(s), as well as consideration of 
the information disclosure statement. 

By means of the present amendment, the current Abstract has been deleted 
and substituted with the enclosed New Abstract which better conforms to U.S. 
practice. 

By means of the present amendment, claims 1-5 and 7-9 are amended for 
non-statutory reasons, such as to correct one or more informalities, and/or to replace 
European-style claim phraseology with American-style claim language. The claims 
are not narrowed in scope and no new matter is added. 

In the Office Action, the specification is objected to lack of headings. 
Applicants thank the Examiner for providing information about recommended section 
headings. However, applicants respectfully decline to add the headings. Section 
headings are not statutorily required for filing a non-provisional patent application 
under 35 USC 1 11(a), but per 37 CFR 1.51(d) are only guidelines that are suggested 
for applicant's use. (See Miscellaneous Changes in Patent Practice , Response to 
comments 17 and 18 (Official Gazette, August 13, 1996) [Docket No: 950620162- 
6014-02] RIN 0651-AA75 ("Section 1.77 is permissive rather than mandatory. ... 
[T]he Office will not require any application to comply with the format set forth in 
1.77"). Accordingly, withdrawal of the objection to the specification is respectfully 
requested. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner indicated that claims 6 and 8-9 would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form. Applicants gratefully acknowledge the 
indication that claims 6 and 8-9 contain allowable subject matter. By means of the 
present amendment, claim 6 has been canceled without prejudice, and independent 
claim 1 has been amended to include the features of claim 6. Further, claims 8 and 
9 have been written in independent form. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted 
that independent claims 1 and 8-9 are allowable. In addition, claims 2-5, 7 and 10- 
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12 are allowable at least because they depend from independent claim 1, as well as 
for the separately patentable elements contained in each of the dependent claims. 

In view of the foregoing, applicant(s) respectfully request(s) that the Examiner 
withdraw the objection(s) and/or rejection(s) of record, allow all the pending claims, 
and find the application in condition for allowance. If any points remain in issue that 
may best be resolved through a personal or telephonic interview, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed 
below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Thorn e & Halajian, llp 

Applied Technology Center 
111 West Main Street 
Phone: (631)665-5139 
Fax: (631)665-5101 



Reg. 39,703 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 

July 30, 2007 
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